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Section 1 
 
INTRODUCTION. 
 
Definition of SEND. 
 
The Stephen Longfellow Academy recognises as stated in the SEND Code of Practice 2014 that: 
 
A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him 
or her. 
A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

• has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or 
• has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same 

age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions. 
 
 
THE STEPHEN LONGFELLOW ACADEMY VALUES AND ETHOS. 
 
All schools are committed to adopting a similar approach to meeting the needs of all pupils including those with special educational needs.  
There is a shared expectation that all pupils, regardless of their specific needs, should be offered inclusive teaching which will enable them to 
make the best possible progress in school and ensure they can actively participate in the wider aspect of school life. 
At The Stephen Longfellow Academy, we strive to create a sense of community and belonging for all our pupils.  We are passionate about 
providing the highest standard of educational experience for all children, regardless of background, across the age range.  We have an 
inclusive ethos with high expectations and suitable targets ensuring that we enable all children to achieve their full potential in all areas of their 
personal development. 
 
Educational inclusion is about equal opportunities for all members of the school community.  We are a reflective school, continually adapting 
our practice in order to meet the needs of our pupils, staff and community members.  All our students should play a positive role in society 
where diversity is recognised and respected.  We believe that every person should be valued equally and should have opportunity to realise 
his or her own potential. 
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We carefully monitor the achievements of different groups or learners in order to make appropriate provision for ever-changing needs.  We use 
varied strategies and teaching styles to ensure that all pupils are provided with n appropriate and accessible curriculum which allows them to 
develop and progress at their own level. 
 
 
MISSION STATEMENT AND AIMS. 
 
Our mission statement sums up the aspiration of our academy ‘We walk together.’  Students at The Stephen Longfellow Academy receive a 
high level of support and intervention to help them along their educational pathway.  We are committed to the inclusion of all pupils.  Every 
individual is valued and their achievement celebrated.  We support the entitlement of all pupils to a broad and balance curriculum.  Each pupil 
is helped to achieve their maximum potential by identifying and meeting their needs and by overcoming potential barriers to leaning. 
 
Children and Young People with Special Educatiojnal Needs and Disability (SEND) find it harder to learn than most people of the same age.  
These children and young people may need extra help or support.  Many children and young people will have SEND at some time in their 
education.  The Stephen Longfellow Academy delivers Quality First Teaching and class sizes are small – therefore enabling most students to 
succeed within the lessons.  Pastoral and Welfare support staff are on hand to help the students back into lessons, and there are 1:1 
intervention times throughout the morning on Tier 1. 
If a student is not able to access education in Tier 1 in Stephen Longfellow Academy, the Tier 2 afternoon provision offers a more bespoke 
educational package with a higher staff ratio.  Students will work intensively with staff on their barriers to learning and work towards a 
reintegration into Tier 1.  It might be the case that a student with SEND will need an Education Health and Care Plan for a place in a Special 
School, and this assessment and work will take place on Tier 2. 
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POLICIES AND LEGISLATION. 
 
This school information report is written with reference to the following government legislation and Trust policies. 
 
Government legislation and guidance. 
 

• SEND Code of Practice 2014 
• Children and Families Act 2014 
• The Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations 2014 
• The Special Educational Needs (Personal Budgets) Regulations 2014 
• The Special Educational Needs and Disability (Detained Persons) Regulations 2015 
• Reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils 2012 
• Data Protection Act 2018 
• Equality Act 2010 
• Keeping Children Safe in Education 2015 
• Guidance for safer working practice for those working with children and young people in education settings 2015 

 
Trust Policies – these policies can be found on the Academy website at www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk  

• SEND 
• Child Protection 
• Care and Control 
• Inclusion and Pastoral Support 
• Children Looked After 

 
 
 
 
LEEDS LOCAL OFFER. 
 
Every Local Authority across England must publish a local offer which outlines the support that is available for local children and young people 
with SEND, and their families.  This information is held in a central place and provides information about the guidance and advice available 

http://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/
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across education, health and social care in the local area for children and young people with SEND.  The local offer will include up-to-date 
information about the serives and how to access them. 
For links to the Leeds Local Offer parents/carers can access the website at  
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-Local-Offer.aspx 
 
 
 
Section 2 
 
The SEND Code of Practice (DfE, April 2014) sets out the information and questions that must be addressed in this SEND School Information 
Report, in accordance with section 6.79 (pages 106-107).  As an Academy we want to ensure that parents/carers and other partners are able 
to have clear and transparent information about the provisions, services and support we provide for pupils with SEND.  Below is the 
information that you may find helpful about how we support pupils with SEND and their families. 
 
 

• Who is the named Special Educational Needs and Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo) and how does the Academy identify and 
assess the needs of pupils with SEND? 
Amanda Rosewell is the named Co-ordinator of SEND, who makes decisions and develops support for pupils with SEND, alongside the 
Director of Heath Aliceson O’Beirne;  the Director of Therapy Paul Harrison; the Principal Ben Mallison and the Governing Body. 
The named Governor for SEND is Francesca Robinson. 
Daily responsibilities are providing support for pupils with identified SEND, including those with Education Health and Care (EHC) plans, 
and their families.  Amanda Rosewell is also responsible for communicating with Parents/cares of pupils with SEND and external 
agencies who may offer support. 
 
 

• How do we identify pupils with SEND? 
Pupils may have been identified with a Special Educational Needs at their mainstream school before they arrive at The Stephen 
Longfellow Academy.  Pupils may have an Education Health and Care Plan, or others may have ‘Support’.  Sometimes, a placement at 
The Stephen Longfellow Academy with its smaller classes and Alternative Provision may mean that there is no longer any need for the 
Pupils to be registered at having Special Educational Needs, and in which case they will be taken off the SEND Register.    All of the 
students at Stephen Longfellow go through an in depth testing battery when they arrive, which may shed new light on a student’s 
barriers to learning.   

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/residents/Pages/Leeds-Local-Offer.aspx
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• What will happen if my child is identified? 

If your child is identified as having Special Educational Needs the Parents/Carers will be informed.  The pupil’s needs will then be 
recorded on Provision Maps which is shared with the staff in the school, so that they will make the appropriate adjustments and 
differentiation to their lessons.  Your child may also have some additional small group or 1:1 intervention, which will also be shared on 
the Provision Map.  Parents/Carers will be kept informed of the progress being made in the weekly phone call home by the Tutor 
(Primary??) 
In some cases, it may be necessary to increase or change the nature and level of support to help your child make progress.  This may 
involve seeking help and advice from a range of specialist agencies such as the Educational Psychology Service or the Speech and 
Language Service.  A referral for support from an outside agency will only be made with your consent.  In some cases, the decision 
may be to request an Education Health Care Plan.  The SENCO will discuss this process with you and explain how it may benefit your 
child.  Parents/carers can contact the SENDCo if they have any concerns about their child’s learning. 
 

• How might my child be supported? 
Teaching is adapted to meet the diverse range of needs in each class.  Differentiation is approached in a range of ways to support 
access and ensure all pupils can experience success and challenge in their learning.  Additional support may include: 

I. Noise Academy 
II. Karate 

III. Literacy Intervention 
IV. Numeracy Intervention 
V. Pastoral Support 

VI. Counselling 
VII. Lego Therapy 

VIII. Social Stories 
IX. Anger Management 

 
 
 

• What support from outside agencies does the school use to help my child? 
The school works with a number of outside agencies to seek advice and support to ensure the appropriate needs of the individual chaild 
are fully understood.  These include: 

I. Educational Psychology Team 
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II. Speech and Language Therapy 
III. Occupational Therapy 
IV. Hearing Impaired Service 
V. Inclusion, Advisory, Support Team 

VI. Virtual School 
VII. SENSAP 

VIII. SENDIASS 
IX. SENIT 
X. CAMHS 

 
 

• Test and Examinations: Access Arrangements. 
Amanda Rosewell, the SENDCo is also a to deliver Psychometric Testing, and tests all Year 11 students before their GCSEs, and also 
students needing Access Arrangements for their SATS.  The Access Arrangements may be for a Reader, Scribe or 25% Extra Time. 
 

• Who should I contact to discuss concerns or needs of my child? 
If you have any concerns, then speak to your child’s Form Tutor first.  Depending on the outcomes of these discussions, you may have 
a follow up meeting a member of staff in school.   
Your child’s class teachers are responsible for: 

I. Adapting and refining the lessons to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils. 
II. Checking on the progress of your child and identifying, planning and delivering any additional support required. 

III. Contributing to Provision Maps to prioritise and focus on the next steps required for your child to improve his or her learning. 
IV. Applying the school’s Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Policy. 

    
Amanda Rosewell is our SENDco.  She is responsible for: 

 
I. Coordinating provision for the children with special educational needs and developing the schools SEND policy. 

II. Liaising with a range of agencies outside of school who can offer advice and support to help pupils overcome their difficulties. 
III. Providing specialist advice and facilitating training to ensure that all staff are skilled and confident about meeting a range of 

different needs within the school. 
IV. Ensuring that parents are: 

-Involved in supporting their child’s learning and access 
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-Kept informed about the range and level of support offered to their child 
-Included in reviewing their child’s progress 
-Consulted about planning successful movement (transition) to a new class or school. 
 
 

         Ben Mallinson, Headteacher of The Stephen Longfellow Academy.  He is responsible for: 
I. The day to day management of all aspects of the school, including the provision made for pupils with SEND. 

 
 
       Francesca Robinson is our Governor with responsibility for SEND.  She is responsible for: 

I. Supporting the school to evaluate and develop quality and impact of provision for pupils with SEND across the school. 
 
 
 

• How skilled are our staff at meeting the needs of your child? 
 
Our SENCO actively engages in a range of opportunities to share best practice and keep abreast of current, local and national iniatives 
and policy to support pupils with SEN.  Our school also seeks advice and guidance from local special schools and other relevant 
agencies to help school staff meet the needs of your child.  The SENCO will review, evaluate and develop the provision for all SEN 
children.  WE have staff with expertise in many areas including: 

II. Autism and Social Communication Development. 
III. Social, Emotional and Mental Health Problems 
IV. Dyslexia 
V. Moderate Learning Difficulties 

VI. Literacy and Numeracy problems. 
  

 Where pupils make little or no progress, or where complex needs are creating significant barriers to leaning the Academy will make 
referrals for support from specialist and external agencies. 
 
If pupils and their families need additional specialist support, we can refer to a number of different agencies for specialist advice and 
expertise. 
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Regular staff training is held to develop skills in many areas of support for pupils and the SENCO also attends regular training and is 
part of the Leeds SENCO Network.   
 
 

• How is progress monitored and supported? 
For children with an Education, Health, Care plans, an Annual Review meeting will be held.  Parents/Carers are invited to that meeting 
and in Year 6,10 and 11 a member of staff from the next school will also attend to guide the transition to the next placement. 
All children’s short term targets are written on the Provision Maps, which are reviewed every term.  Form Tutors talk about these targets 
on a weekly basis with their students and when the Form Tutors make their weekly phone calls home, parents/carers are updated. 
We work on what is called the ‘Graduated Approach’ which is Assess – Plan – Do – Review.  Small steps of Progress for our Special 
Educational Needs students are measured through a tool called B squared Progress Steps. 
 

• What adaptations are made to the Curriculum and Learning Environment to enable pupils with SEND to have access? 
The Stephen Longfellow Academy is an alternative provision school adapted to the needs to children with Special Educational Needs. 
Our classes are small, 1:8 in Secondary Tier 1, and 1:3 in Secondary Tier 2.  Students with Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs 
are supported by having a ‘Green Card’ which allows them to leave the classroom and seek Pastoral help if the situation arises. 
It is our aim that we support students so that they are able to return to their commissioning mainstream school.  In Year 11, students 
may remain with us throughout their final year.   
We work hard to make all of our lessons differentiated and accessible to all.  We work hard to make lessons adapted to those with 
Specific Learning Difficulties such as Dyslexia, by using tinted screen and overlays. 
 
 

• How will my child be supported with transition? 
Children and young people with SEN can become particularly anxious about moving on so we seek to support them in all ways, 
whether they are transitioning back to their commissioning school, moving to a Post 16 provision or onto a Specialist School with an 
EHCP. 
 
 

• How do we work in partnership with Parents/Carers and Pupils? 
The views of parents/carers and children are an extremely important part of the process of identification and support of a child with 
Special Educational Needs.  The school aims to work in partnership with you to do the very best for your child.  Regular meetings and 



 
 

11 
 

phone conversations take place to discuss your child’s needs, targets, progress and provision.  Parents/carers and children (where 
appropriate) will be involved at every stage and all aspects of the process will be explained to you. 
 

• What arrangement are in place for handling complaints from parents/carers of pupils with SEND about the provision made at 
the Academy? 
All complaints should follow the Academy complaints procedure as set out in the Trust policy.  WE want to ensure that the needs of all 
pupils are met.  If you feel you need to speak to a member of staff with regards to a complaint regarding a student with Special Needs 
please speak to Amanda Rosewell, the SENCo.  If the complaint is with regards to a member of staff please speak to the Principal and 
if further support is needed the Governing Body. 
SENDIASS are service providing support to Parents/Carers with Special Educational Needs.  They can provide information and advice 
and also attend important meetings for support. They can be contacted at www.leedssendiass.co.uk or contact the Ben Mallinson who 
will help you get in touch with them.  For complaints related SEND please refer to the complaints procedure in the SEND Code of 
Practice at https://www.gov.uk/governement/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25.  See our complaints policy and other related policies, such 
as child protection. 

 
 

• Outside Agencies support for SEND 
 

Autistic Spectrum Conditions Young Minds 
Parent Helpline – 0808 802 5544 
www.youngminds.org.uk/autism 
 
National Autisitic Society 
Parent to Parent Service – 0808 8004106 
www.autism.org.uk 
 
NHS Support 
www.nhs.uk/livewell/autism/pages/parentsguidetoautism.aspx 
 

Speech and Language 
 
 

www.talkingpoint.org.uk 

http://www.leedssendiass.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/governement/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/autism
http://www.autism.org.uk/
http://www.nhs.uk/livewell/autism/pages/parentsguidetoautism.aspx
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ADHD Young Minds 
Parent Helpline -0808 802 5544 
 

Dyscalculia www.dyscalculia.org 
 

Dyslexia www.bdadyslexia.org.uk 
 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs www.mindmate.org.uk 
 
Childline – 0800 1111 
www.childline.org.uk 
 
 

Deaf and hearing impaired www.scope.org.uk 
 
 

Visually Impaired www.blindchildrenuk.org 
 

Physical disability www.scope.org.uk 
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