
 

 

 

Widening Horizons – aiming higher 
‘The greater danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short; 

but in setting our aim too low, and achieving our mark.’ 
Michelangelo 

 
The vast majority of our pupils are referred from schools who are within the 10% most 
deprived areas in England (according to the Index of Multiple Deprivation), some fm the top 1% 
nationally. They lack motivation, have low self-efficacy and lack, not only aspiration for the future 
but also aspiration in the present. 
 
Aspiring is a way in which we become motivated to work harder. Before aspirations can propel us 
forward, we must aspire. Before our dreams can come true, we must teach our pupils to dream. 
The reason it is so important to do so is once we aspire, the journey begins. This is magical. Once 
we dare to dream, we set out on that dream. In other words, no dream, no adventure; no aspiration, 
no growth. Anna Jameson (1794 ~ 1860) described it thus: “What we truly and earnestly aspire to 
be, that in some sense we are. The mere aspiration, by changing the frame of the mind, for the 
moment realises itself.” 

Our academic and therapeutic curriculum is challenging and rich in experiences which enables 
our pupils to aim higher: 

 Educational and cultural visits and visitors enrich the curriculum and are planned to 
present inspirational and aspirational ‘hooks’ intentionally thought-provoking to ignite a 
sense of curiosity; 

 All pupils learn Mandarin and explore the culture of China extending their terms of 
reference far beyond the limits of their experiences; 

 Goal setting enables pupils to see themselves being successful in the short, medium and 
long-term; 

 In Harmony Opera North delivers an inclusive programme of high quality music education 

and performance opportunities which encourages our pupils to engage with the arts and, 

through do so, benefit from a range of wider outcomes: 

The programme aims to raise aspirations, increase expectations, and use group music-

making as a way of developing the following skills and attributes in its participants: 

communication (namely listening, teamwork and respect), confidence and self-worth, 

creative problem solving, adaptability and perseverance; 

 

 We collaborate with the Leeds Beckett University’s Story Maker’s Press because the 

stories we tell define us and the world around us. This collaboration gives our young 

people the power and the opportunity to create their stories through drama and creative 

writing. This approach to education aims to reengage young learners by building their 

confidence, developing their emotional literacy and creating an imaginative community 

they can belong to. 


