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English Rationale 

The aim of our approach to English is to equip all pupils with the necessary knowledge, skills and understanding to be 
proficient readers and writers and to be ready for the next stage of their education. We develop pupils’ oracy and wider 
understanding of language, have a systematic approach to phonics and early reading that integrates both decoding and 
comprehension, develop fluency in reading to support understanding, and use high quality, thought provoking texts and 
multi-modal resources to expose pupils to an ambitious English curriculum. Reading, writing and oracy are the 
springboards to life-improving opportunities. 

 
 

Reading Strategy 

 
The reading strategy is centred on fostering a love of reading through storytelling and the use of high quality texts in a 
curriculum designed to give all learners the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. It supports pupils, 
including the weakest readers, in becoming fluent readers who are able to read the lines, read between the lines and 
read beyond the lines. 
 
Following analysis of data across the Trust and the content of end of key stage tests, our approach to reading focuses 
on the following key areas: 

 

 A synthetic and carefully sequenced approach to the teaching of phonics, taught both in isolation as necessary as 
well as in the context of the wider curriculum. 

 Quality intervention to ensure rapid catch up for any pupils who require additional support with their phonetic 
development. 

 Detailed curriculum mapping to ensure full coverage of the national curriculum for reading, exposure to a range 
of genres and regular/frequent opportunities to revisit learning and embed knowledge/skills. 

 The importance of fluency in reading to free cognitive load from word recognition to support with comprehension. 

 A balance of non-fiction, fiction and poetry (including learning and performing) from high-quality texts across the 
curriculum. 

 Carefully selected and quality assured CLPE texts, journals and other media develop pupils’ understanding of 
authorial intent, the world beyond their own experience, current affairs, cultural capital and an appreciation of 
both heritage texts and contemporary literature. 

 Quality assessment procedures – reading fluency, Salford Reading Test, PIRA tests and end of key stage 
assessments. 

 Regular opportunities for pupils to read for pleasure and discuss the texts that they enjoy and appreciate. 

 Support for and partnership with families to enhance the help that children receive when reading at home. 

 Parental/community involvement in fostering a love of reading. 
 

Reading skills will be taught through phonics, independent reading, guided reading and Forensic Reading. 
 

Daily Lessons: Y1-Y4 will be taught guided reading. Y5-Y6 will be taught guided reading and Forensic Reading. Guided 
reading will be the main vehicle for the teaching of exam rubric. 
 
Guided Reading: 
Reading is taught discretely in a daily reading lesson. In years one to six, the key skills of reading are developed through 
guided access to beautiful, rich and authentic texts. Across the course of the school year, children systematically access 
a wide range of texts that enrich their reading diet, the teaching of writing and elements of the wider curriculum. 
Teachers introduce a whole text, pivotal moments or challenging content by activating schema: creating links between 
what the child already knows and the text they are about to access. Lessons may also involve pre-teaching vocabulary 
that children need to understand first to be able to access their reading. In nearly all guided reading lessons, children 
practice reading with fluency and expression. This can involve any number of key reading strategies: 
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 Cloze reading, in which pupils follow text read by the teacher and fill in ‘gaps’ that they leave; 
 Choral reading, where pupils and staff read a passage aloud together; 
 Echo reading, in which key tricky sentences are modelled by the teacher and repeated by the children with similar 

intonation and rhythm. 
 Paired or group reading, with children reading to each other in small groups. 
 Teachers then model and explicitly teach a key skill or concept to the class, such as making judgements about a 

character’s personality, empathising with a character in a dilemma or predicting what might happen next. 
Children are shown the process of being a reader before they work independently. 

The main body of a guided reading lesson should be centered on the rich exploration of a text, its language and the 
impact of the language used. Reading will not be reduced to “teaching to the test”, however, there will be a clear and 
consistent focus on teaching test-style questions (assessment rubric) at the end of each lesson which are based on 
question stems from content domains and end of key stage assessments. The focus of these will be informed by each 
academy’s priorities from analysis of data. All pupils’ written work will be recorded in guided reading exercise books 
and marked by class teachers. Marking of guided reading should not be a laborious task and is separate to the rest of 
the policy for marking and feedback. Simple highlighting/marking of the exam rubric question should take place and 
any further marking is at the discretion of the class teacher. Consideration needs to be made for pupils working below 
age-related expectation – it may not be appropriate for them to be part of the whole guided reading lesson. They may 
require intervention to help them access quality reading at their level. 

 
   Forensic Reading: 

We believe that the promotion of reading, a love of finding out new ideas and experiencing new worlds is central to 
the development of children and their future success in life. Forensic reading means putting language under the 
microscope to arrive at a deeper understanding of it. Forensic Reading is centred on critical, independent or 
collaborative examination of reading materials in order to make robust evidence-based conclusions about authorial 
intent, purpose and viewpoint. Pupils will experience subject matter which is centred on matters of great social, 
political and global importance. They will read for pleasure, develop their cultural capital and analyse the language of 
high-quality texts. The language, tone and structure of the chosen texts are set to inspire, challenge and engage all 
pupils and the wider community. Strong links will be made to oracy through frequent discussion, debate and purposeful 
talk. Forensic Reading will sit separately to guided reading. The delivery model will be bespoke to each academy. 
 
Reading Circles: 
Reading circle sessions take place at least three times a week; the focus of these sessions is reading for pleasure. The 
teacher will lead the reading throughout the session (pupils should also have a copy of the book if possible) and 
opportunities should be found for choral reading to develop confidence, fluency and expression.  The teacher should 
also identify opportunities to explore the meaning of words and the effect of the author’s language choices as well as 
the intent of the author. The texts will be high quality, chosen from CLPE core books or other quality assured sources. 
They will link, where it is possible to create a meaningful link, to the wider curriculum and reflect some of the 
content/themes of end of key stage tests that children need to have exposure to. 

 
Individual Reading and Fluency: 
Children read often, giving them the practice that they need to decode, recognise words at sight and read with 
expression. Reading is integrated into all areas of the curriculum as a method of presenting information. Individual 
reading fluency and expression will be taught using the school’s current phonics and reading schemes and through 
guided reading. Pupils currently using a reading scheme book will be listened to at least weekly by an adult in school. 
(Salford Reading Test outcomes will be used to check that the reading age of a pupil matches the level of the reading 
scheme book allocated.  A pupil with a reading age two or more years above their chronological age or who is scoring 
10.6 may not need to be reading a scheme book.) Pupils who do not pass the phonics screening check in Y1 will receive 
personalised intervention to support with their phonic strategies until they are reading and decoding with fluency. 
Pupils will receive regular opportunities to read for pleasure independently through the use of libraries and reading 
areas with high-quality, age/stage-appropriate texts which they can take home. 
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Phonics: 
We aim to develop the full potential of all our pupils as confident, literate readers and writers. If children are to develop 
as competent readers and writers, it is vitally important that they have a secure understanding of the letter sounds and 
spelling system of the English language. Children are taught listening skills from Nursery and the skill of segmenting and 
blending orally. They build on these skills and develop new phonic skills in Reception. Children develop their 
understanding of letter sounds and spelling through the government approved ‘Letters and Sounds’ scheme for teaching 
phonics. The programme focuses on securing word recognition skills, essential for children to decode (read) and encode 
(spell) words accurately. The programme is carefully structured and sequenced into developmental phases, starting with 
Phase 1 in Nursery and moving through to Phase 6 in Year 2. Children are taught phonics daily during discrete sessions 
in an interactive an engaging way and are encouraged to use actions alongside new sounds learnt. At the early stages of 
learning to read, materials are closely matched to learners’ phonics knowledge. The teaching of phonics is carefully 
mapped across the academic year so that new pupils can be quickly baselined and any gaps in understanding addressed, 
as with pupils who may require additional support and catch up to their peers. 

 


