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Dear Parent/Carer
RE: Coronavirus Update

As you will be aware, last week the Government moved from the ‘contain’ phase of its
coronavirus planning to the ‘delay’ phase, however schools have been instructed to remain
open at this time. This action is intended to slow the spread of the virus in order to ensure
that the National Health Service (NHS) is able to cope with demand for its services. It is vital
that schools do their very best to remain open, as this will support other essential public
services such as the NHS and their suppliers with parents who are working to remain in their
employment.

| am sure that parents/carers will agree that it is exceptionally important that as an
organisation we support the Government in their efforts to delay the spread of the virus.
Following a meeting last week with senior colleagues from across The GORSE Academies
Trust, it has been agreed that effective Tuesday 17 March, additional preventative measures
will be put in place to protect the health of our staff and students. These measures will be
reviewed daily and will remain in place only for as long as is necessary:

e Visits to the academy by both members of public and parents will be strictly by
appointment only. Wherever possible, parental meetings will take place over the phone,
however, if a face to face meeting is required, this will need to be approved by the
Principal in advance.

e All domestic trips planned for the remainder of this half term that involve our students
coming into contact with students from other schools will be cancelled or postponed.

e Assemblies will be cancelled for the remainder of this half term.

e Work experience, student and volunteer placements will be postponed until later in the
year.

e Sports Fixtures against other schools will be postponed until after Easter at the earliest.

e Parents Evening scheduled for Monday 30 and Tuesday 31 March will be postponed until
later in the year.

e We will continue to visit homes for absences, in particular for those with persistent poor
attendance. We will ask parents to bring children to the door or window so that we can
check on their welfare. We will also attempt to visit our most vulnerable families during
the current difficulties.

e We are currently exploring if there is a way of supporting families who receive Free
School Meals should we be asked/decide to close.
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The measures outlined above are taken to support the delay of the spread of the virus. We
ask that all staff, pupils and parents continue to follow Government advice in relation to
self-isolating for 7 days should you display symptoms of a continuous cough or a high
temperature. If you are experiencing these symptoms within the family, please contact
school before sending your child and we will advise.

We would also ask that parents do not request any extended leave for holidays as this also
goes against the Government advice for containment, and there remains the risk (varied
by destination country) that you may not be allowed to re-enter the UK or may need to enter
guarantine for 15 days if you do.

Please help us to reinforce the following advice which we are insisting upon in school:

e Ensure your child washes their hands regularly with soap and water, and before they
leave for school.

¢ Remind them to wash their hands when they arrive at school with soap and water.

¢ Remind them to wash their hands when they return from school using soap and
water.

e Encourage your child not to share water bottles or any other food and drinks items
with other pupils.

e Avoid any physical contact during social times (high 5s, hand-shakes, contact
games and embraces with friends).

e Use cutlery when eating meals to avoid hand-to-mouth contact wherever possible.

e Wherever possible please provide your child with clean clothes every day to avoid
the spread of and contact germs.

I would like to thank all parents/carers for their continued support during this unprecedented
time. Please continue to check our website and Twitter page for further updates.

Yours faithfully,

Mr Ben Mallinson Mrs Debra Seekings
Principal Head of Primary Phase
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