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April 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

We hope you and your families are well and coping with the restrictions of the current lockdown.  

The situation regarding the awarding of GCSEs will no doubt have been unsettling for you. As 

you will know, in March the government announced that all examinations would be cancelled this 

year, including GCSEs, A-Levels and vocational qualifications including BTECs such as Health & 

Social Care. The alternative arrangements for grading all students have been developed by 

the Department for Education, OFQUAL (the exams supervisory body) and the exam boards and 

we are now in a better position to inform you of how we will ensure your child receives accurate 

grades in the subjects they were originally entered.  

The Stephen Longfellow Academy, along with all schools in the UK will be asked towards the end 

of May to provide the following information for each student entered for each of their subjects:  

 The grade they would have most likely got had they been able to complete teaching, 

learning and the examinations had happened as planned 

 Within each subject the order of performance of each student within the grade (i.e. 

a rank order within the grade) 

Teachers will consider a range of things such as classwork and homework; results in assignments 

and any mock exams; any non-exam assessment or coursework that might have been done; and 

general progress during the course. 

This information will allow OFQUAL, with the exam boards, to standardise grades across schools 

and colleges, to make sure that, as far as possible, results are fair and that students are not 

advantaged or disadvantaged because their schools or colleges are more generous or harsh than 

others when making those judgements. That means the final grade students get could be 

different from the one that The Stephen Longfellow Academy sends to the exam board. 

It is important to stress that this is an entirely new system of assessment and details are still being 

finalised by the exam boards. We wished to reassure you that we have already been working 

hard on finalizing the grades in the spirit described above along with the “rank order” of each 

student within their grades. As well as the above-mentioned evidence, we have also factored in 

the college entry requirements for your child.  

Results for all students will be released on Thursday 20 August 2020. Until then we will not be 

able to share with you either the grades or the rank orders for subjects. In the event that the final 

grade does not match with what has been suggested by The Stephen Longfellow Academy, an 

appeals process will be available and the government has also indicated that examinations could 
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be taken in the autumn term (once students have started at college or training). We will however 

inform you of this information once we have more details.  

Should you have any questions relating to the grading and rank ordering process, as well as the 

release of results in the summer, please do not hesitate to contact us at the TSLA email: 

info@stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk  

Further information can be found on the Department for Education website. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-

and-a-levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 

Your sincerely 

  

Mr B Mallinson     Mr D Craine  
Principal      Assistant Principal  
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