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Dear Parent/Carer  
 
At The Stephen Longfellow Academy, we are pleased to have been able to offer ongoing hub provision, 
face-to-face consultations, home learning and telephone consultation during recent months. When 
students and their families engage with our exceptional staff body they thrive and excel in their studies 
and personal development. I want to thank you for your commitment and partnership working with us 
during this difficult time. The purpose of this communication is to provide you with an update on a range 
of issues in addition to your regular communication with class teachers, form tutors and non-teaching staff.   
 
End of Year reports 
I want to outline the details of the academic report that you will soon receive from us for your child and to 
explain our rationale behind the premise of the report.  
 
Having thoroughly debated the best way to approach the reporting of the academic summary information 
for 2019-20 we have concluded that, in order to ensure the accuracy of this important information, we will 
detail the academic performance of your child up to, and including, Friday 20 March.  In addition to this we 
will also share your child’s attendance as of 20 March 2020.   
 
The timescales for the distribution of the Assessment Summary Reports are detailed in the table below for 
your information: 
 

Year Group Report posted home to Parents/Carers week commencing: 

9,10 6 July 2020 

7, 8 13 July 2020 

Primary  13 July 2020 

 
We are all very keen to see our young people return to their programmes of study within our academies, 
however, we fully appreciate that due to the nature of the pandemic the timescales for this remain unknown 
at this present time.  We also greatly appreciate that as parents and carers you have the best 
understanding of your child’s progress in their subjects at this time owing to the fact that the vast majority 
of our students have only completed 20 days of learning within school since February half term.  As you 
are aware through the regular contact with colleagues this half term, we are keen to discuss your feelings 
about your child’s progress and their experience of home-learning.  We continue to improve our online 
learning provision and, as always, we would welcome any feedback you have in relation to this.  
 
Upon students’ return to full time learning we will be seeking to ascertain their ‘current grade’ and we will, 
of course, share this with you as soon as we are able to do so along with, where appropriate, personalised 
offers of support and/or intervention.  I would like to reassure you, however, that we will not be welcoming 
students back with a plethora of ‘tests’.  Whilst academic performance is, of course, very important, it is 
our students’ well-being and engagement that is of most importance to us.  So, it is our intention to ensure 
students are settled and fully engaged in a reassured manner before we move forward with any formal 
assessments. 
 
 
 
Year 10 Centre Assessed Grades 
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Centre Assessed Grades have been submitted for those students in Year 10 who were due to complete a 
coursework unit and/or an examination unit between March and July 2020.  For further information about 
Centre Assessed Grades please refer to the ‘Year 10 Parent/Carer guide to Centre Assessed Grades’ 
document written by Saba Mir, The GORSE Academies Trust’s Partnership Director for Teaching, 
Learning and Assessment available on our website.  If you have any further questions about the awarding 
of Centre Assessed Grades please do not hesitate to contact Mr Craine (Assistant Principal).  
 
Change of Leadership at The Stephen Longfellow Academy 
I also wanted to have the opportunity to share with you the news that I will be moving on from The 
Stephen Longfellow Academy after the summer to a new role as Principal of The Ruth Gorse Academy. I 
am extremely conscious that a change in school leadership can mean a lot to our school community and 
I feel such a sense of personal responsibility to this school that I wanted to assure you that I have not 
made this decision lightly.  

I can honestly say that it has been a privilege to lead the academy for the past three years. To become 
the Principal of such a magical school and one that makes such a significant difference to young peoples 
lives has been an honour. Over 150 Year 11 students have successfully progressed onto Post 16 
education and 100% of our Year 6 students have gone onto mainstream Year 7 education that 
previously may have struggled to do so. We are, without doubt, one of the best alternative provisions in 
the region.  
 
I leave the academy in safe hands with Mr Andrew Foster taking over the role as Principal from September 
2020. Mr Foster has a wealth of experience as Senior Vice Principal at Salendine Nook School and brings 
with him the knowledge, passion and expertise required to take The Stephen Longfellow Academy forward 
into the next phase of its development.  

Over the remainder of the academic year I will be working closely with Mr Foster to ensure that he is fully 
informed of the developments we continue to make and to guarantee there is a seamless transition in 
leadership ahead of September 2020.  
 
Ongoing consultation meetings and summer provision  
Following the recent communication to parent/carers from Sir John Townsley (dated 10 June 2020), I 
would like to clarify our intentions in regards to the summer arrangements at The Stephen Longfellow 
Academy.  
 
The summer period is an essential time for us to support and continue to engage with our families prior to 
September 2020.  From Monday 20 July, students along with their parents / carers of those in Primary, 
Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 will have the opportunity to attend two face to face formal consultation meetings. 
The aim of these meetings is to work with families and share key information from both a wellbeing and 
academic progress perspective. Families alternatively can choose to hold this consultation over the 
telephone if that is more convenient for themselves.  
 

Year group Dates Details  

Primary Appointment 1 -Monday 20 July 2020  

Appointment 2 - Wednesday 19 August 2020 

Miss McPhee will contact you soon to 
arrange these consultations  

Year 7,8,9 Appointment 1 

Monday 20 July 2020 or Tuesday 21 July 
2020 

 

Appointment 2  

Mr Bardsley, Miss Buchan or Miss 
Holden will contact you soon to arrange 
these consultations 



 
 

 

3 
Phoenix House, Global Avenue, Leeds, LS11 8PG 

T 0113 468 5999 
E info@ stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk   |   W www. stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk 

Wednesday 19 August 2020, Monday 24 
August 2020 or Tuesday 25 August 2020 

Year 10  Face-to-face support and ongoing 
consultations in June and July 2020 to 
supplement remote education with some 
face-to-face support for students in Year 10. 

This is to help and support students 
with their ongoing remote learning but 
also to help prepare them for their 
forthcoming public examinations in 
2021. 

Y11 Post 16 and college support  

Thursday 20 August 2020 (GCSE results 

day) 

Friday 21 August 2020 (enrolment support) 

Mr Raj Gill and his team will contact 
students personally to offer support 
around the college enrolment process.  

 
 

Return to school – September 2020 

Whilst we are still awaiting further guidance and clarity from the government as to the reopening of 

schools, I wanted to provide you with reassurance that we intend to welcome back students from 7 

September 2020 should it be safe to do so. Our intention is to share with you the timings and specific 

details in future correspondence.  

If you do have any questions or concerns then please do not hesitate to contact the academy on 
info@stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk and I will ensure that you receive a prompt response. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr B Mallinson 

Principal 
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