
 
 

 

Food bank details: 
 

The team at Leeds City Council who are administering the 

local welfare support scheme includes foodbanks. Schools 

cannot make a referral to this scheme on behalf of a pupil. 

The family themselves need to call on 0113 376 0330. You 

need to be over 18 to access this service, so even for older 

students, a family member who is an adult would need to 

make contact. From here, they will provide further advice 

Visit the website:  www.leeds.gov.uk/leedsmic/emergency-

food Leeds phone number: 0113 376 0330 National 

Foodbank number: 0808 208 2138 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Stage 4 2021/22 

2021/22 has been a memorable 
year for KS4 at TSLA, there 
have been so many positives in 
each year group.  

Year 9 have made a successful 
transition into KS4, some 
students were with us in Year 8 
in our ‘primary’ model. They are 
now independently moving 
around the building, following 
the timetable and engaging in 
lessons. We have integrated 
upwards of 20 students into 
Year 9 from commissions 
schools. This is a challenge for 
both new and existing students 
with classroom dynamics 
constantly changing. Their 
progress has been very good 
and we are excited to see what 
this year group can really do as 
they move into Year 10.  

In Year 10 we have integrated 
upwards of 30 new students to 
the cohort since the beginning 
of the year. We have also had 3 
students reintegrate back to 
mainstream having been a real 
success at TSLA. Our Year 10 
cohort are a cohort we are 
proud of, data shows us that the 
longer a student is with us the 
more progress they make as 
they build relationships with key 
members of staff and fully 
understand the behaviour and 
reward policy. It is clear to see 
that the majority of our Year 10 
cohort are ready for Year 11, 
they are maturing and 
beginning to think long term 
with a view to next steps and 
post 16, something that we will 
do our utmost to ensure that 
they have access to the post 16 
provision that they deserve.  

 

Message from the Principal 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
We are fast approaching the end of the academic year. I think it’s fair to 
say that this has been a challenging year but a year which has seen some 
normality return to our lives. Despite the immense challenges of a global 
pandemic we have kept Stephen Longfellow open, our students learning 
and everyone safe.  
 
I am exceptionally proud of the maturity shown by the vast majority of our 
learners and the professionalism of our tremendous workforce.  This 
academy is a very supportive environment where we are very ambitious 
for all of our students.  We have a team of talented, hardworking and 
committed staff who are dedicated to doing the very best for everyone. 
 
This year has seen the re-introduction of a huge programme of extensive 
reward activities. This has given our students a significant incentive to 
further improve their behaviour and engagement in lessons.  
 
I hope you enjoy the summer break.  
 
Andrew Foster 



 
 

 

 

Primary Newsletter 

The students in Primary have worked incredibly well throughout the year. As well as taking part in all their 
usual lessons during the school week, we are extremely proud of the students who have taken part in the 
Key Stage 1 and 2 SATs along with those who have sat the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check; each of 
these students have done themselves, and the academy, very proud.  

The younger students have spent much of their time learning through play and making sure they improve 
their phonics ability along with developing their understanding of mathematics, along with learning about 
the wider world through all other curriculum areas.  

 

Throughout the year, there has been an increased focus on reading in the Primary phase at The Stephen 
Longfellow Academy, as it is essential, they learn to read well, as this will open the wider world to them, 
allowing them to learn much more independently. 

We are incredibly proud of our Year 6 students who will move on to their 11-16 destinations in September; 
they have tried incredibly hard in each lesson and as a result have achieved some fantastic SATs 
outcomes. Along with this, they have written independent pieces of incredibly high quality. Below are just 
a few images of the students’ work.   

The students at The Stephen Longfellow Academy have all taken part in Opera North’s ‘In Harmony’ 
program this year, where they have learnt to play string instruments, culminating in a concert in the school 
library. We have absolutely loved being able to make the most of the brilliant facilities available to us and 
spend time learning to cook great recipes throughout the year! 

                                 



 
 

 

 

 

KS3 END OF YEAR UPDATE 
This year in Key Stage 3 has seen the introduction of our Enhanced Curriculum offer for children in Year 7 and 8. This has been 
designed to bring awe and wonder into learning and promote alternative ways of engaging children in education to reignite their 
love of learning.  

Our biodiversity curriculum intends to  

 Promote biodiversity for a sustainable future, where plants and animals thrive 
 Inspire awe and wonder by bringing learning to life  
 Ensure that students play a part in maintaining a diverse and healthy planet, by understanding how everything in nature 

is interconnected.  

 

Robitics has brought Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths to life for the children, who have built robots, designed 
moving vehicles and had some great fun in the process.  

 

We have also introduced dance and trampolining to this enhanced curriculum, to encourage healthy lifestyles and explore 
healthy relationships. This curriculum will continue to develop and grow over next academic year offering a range of activities 
for children, that they may not have experienced before.  

This year we have even braved a residential where the children have had the opportunity to camp out in tents, try Gorge walking 
and Via Ferrera as well as team building activities 

 



 
 

 

 

Careers at TSLA 

There have been some amazing things happening in the careers department across the year at TSLA,  
such as Further education college visits, employer visits, employer assemblies, employer led mock 
interview sessions, Start profile careers sessions, Careers in the curriculum sessions, to name a few.    

 

Just in this last term we have had visits and trips out to Leeds Beckett University, to explore university life 
and higher education. We have also had a visit to Leeds Welding Company, which has built upon the work 
of Leeds Manufacturing Festival, exploring careers in Manufacturing and Engineering in school.  We will 
end the term with our work experience offer for our year 10 students, which has a key focus on 
Construction, Horticulture, Childcare, Business and Sport experiences for students.  

 

Even though our year 11 students have completed their final exams and left the academy, our careers 
officer, Mr Gill will continue to offer support monitor and track them over the summer period. He will also 
offer intensive support to help some students to enrol and start on their destinations if required September. 
We look forward to inspiring and raising the aspirations of TSLA students and have even more planned for 
next year!  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have made huge strides in our enrichment provision in 2021/22 coming off the back of the global 
pandemic that caused everything to pause. We have been able to offer an active and educational 
enrichment program using STEM activities and our links to The Gorse Boat Club and The Gorse Karate 
Club, as well as using our own facilities. 

Enrichment trips have run throughout the year with students earning their place on a trip via accessing 
Privilege Club throughout the half term. 

In half term 1 students in KS3 and KS4 had a day at Flamingo 
Land, students were able to move around the theme park 
independently going on the rides and looking at the animals in 
the zoo. There were pop up events throughout the half term 
which included an art competition, a penalty shootout, and a 
rowing competition. 

 

In half term 2 students earned their place on a trip to Ninja Warrior, students had two 
hours of completing the obstacle courses, great fun was had by all! Pop up events 

included higher or lower and a crossword competition 

After Christmas KS4 students were invited to a trip to Hollywood 
Bowl, students had two games of bowing, sometime in the arcades 
and a Burger! Pop up challenges in HT3 were challenging the 
teacher with press ups and sit ups. KS3 students accessed a trip 
to Go Ape, where they rose to the challenge of the aerial assault 
course, overcoming some fears using great resilience and 
teamwork! 

 



 
 

 

 

During half term 4 we took our students Rowing on the water at Roundhay Lake for the first time. This is 
one of the Gorse Trust’s Big 3 Sports so it was a fantastic opportunity for our students to see how Rowing 
in the gym can be transferred to water. This is something that we will build on in the future, giving 
opportunities for all students to access the water. The reward trip for half term 4 was a trip to the Laser 
zone, where students in teams worked together to win a series of matches against one another in a game 
of laser tag. KS3 students were rewarded by a visit to Clip n Climb where they were challenged to see who 
took get to the top of the walls. 

                 

Half term 5 saw both key 

stages in secondary given the 

opportunity to earn a place on 

a Go Karting Trip. Staff raced 

against students around the 

circuit, setting fastest lap 

times in a highly competitive 

race. Students and staff both 

enjoyed the trip, this really 

helped to gain respect and 

build relationships between 

students and staff. 

 

Students also took part in TSLA first Karate sparing 
fixture against John Smeaton Academy and displayed 
high levels of skill and sportsmanship. This paved the 

way to one of our students taking part in WYSOK 
Championship where he placed 2nd in his category. He 
has then gone on to achieve his red belt in Wado Ryu 

Karate. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During HT6 students 

who had achieved the 

necessary PC criteria 

were invited to attend 

the end of term 

rewards trip to Delta 

Force Paintball Centre. 

All the attended walked 

away with big smiles 

after having the 

opportunity to shoot 

paintballs at Mr Binnian 

              

The Science department have offered a ‘STEM’ project as part of 
their enrichment offer.  This STEM project links directly with Physics 
topics; Energy and Forces and Chemistry topics; Chemistry of the 
atmosphere. Students who have attended have had the chance to 
build a RC Nitro Car, this has been ongoing for most of the year,  

students and staff are very proud of the work students have 
produced. 

Let Teachers SHINE winner 2022: Vacaas Zaman – STEM buggy project 
- SHINE (shinetrust.org.uk) 

 


