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As new Principal this academic year, | am blown away by the
outstanding effort demonstrated by the overwhelming
majority of our academy cohort. | would like to thank parents
and carers for the high level of support that we have
received as we look to maximise your child’s progress. | am
also incredibly thankful to be part of such a skilled and
dedicated staff body, who go above and beyond for the
academy every single day.

We look forward to sharing your child's successes as part of
the rearranged parent/carer consultation on Friday 27th

January for all secondary students.

Enjoy the break and take care, We Walk Together.

Mr Little

The
StepAhedn Longfellow
cademy

Wayne Little
Principal

Safequarding Children - The
Stephen Lonagfellow Academy

Health Matters - The Stephen
Longfellow Academy

Class Charts - The Stephen
Longfellow Academy

Careers Information, Advice and
Guidance - The Stephen
Longfellow Academy
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An important aim of The GORSE Academies trust is
to promote an understanding of the importance of
protecting our environment, our planet, and the
welfare of future generations. This work is being
carried out through the trust’s initiative ‘Green
GORSE’. Part of this work is working towards gaining
Eco-Schools Green Flag accreditation.

The Eco-Schools programme provides a simple,
seven-step framework addressing environmental
issues such as climate change, biodiversity-loss or|
plastic pollution whilst empowering young people to
make a difference in their school, local community
and beyond. Since 1994, millions of young people
around the world have worked through the
Eco-Schools Seven Steps before being recognised
for their efforts with a prestigious Eco-Schools
Green Flag.

bio-diversity session with primary and

KS3 pupils.
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Eco-Schools



At TSLA we have formed our own Eco Schools committee consisting of
students from all phases.

3 review areas have been identified as our Primary point of focus:
‘bio-diversity’, ‘School Grounds’ and ‘Water’.
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Tip for this term: Save water by
installing a buffalo cistern bag saving

1-2 litres each time you flush. Free from
Yorkshire water.

Primary students conducted a check of our bird boxes, existing bug
hotel, insect lodges, vegetable patches, wildflower garden, beehives,
and water butts.

KS4 student oversaw completing the section review sheets.

https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk
lyorkshire/free-water-saving-products 2t
tm_source=yorkshirewater&utm mediu
m=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlu
shSaver&utm_content=Button 1

‘X’s’ and uncompleted strands of each section were identified and
written down on sheets to inform the next stage of our action plan.

Students then moved onto filling the rest of our plant boxes from ou
‘living wall’ and constructed a small bug hotel using recycled timbe
and planks from a disused planting area on our second floor. (‘The

Triangle”). !T (,I A K .S E

Eco- Schools

Bird houses/boxes were topped up with seeds.


https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1
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https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1
https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1

BIG 3 and GORSE GETS
HEALTHY!
Students have also accessed

weekly Gorse Gets Healthy A
form time activities, looking at M =
how to live a healthy lifestyle ;;g.
and eat a balanced diet. Next §m
term will see the return of the _ E =
hugely popular fruit tasting This half term has seen a large g
session, where students have number of students engage with =
the opportunity to sample a the BIG 3 activities here at TSLA. "9,.
wide range of different fruits Throughout the half term students %
and vegetables! ‘- have had the opportunity to access g

on the water rowing sessions, with
the Trust rowing coaches. These
sessions have been designed to
develop teamwork and
communication skills, whilst
providing students with the
fantastic opportunity of trying

9 something new!

BIG 3 and GORSE GETS
HEALTHY!

CATCHING STUDENTS GETTING I1




This term we have also had 3
students represent GORSE at the
West Yorkshire Karate
Championships, this was an excellent
opportunity for students to showcase
the hard work that they have put in
during enrichment sessions. The boys
all gave an excellent account of
themselves, and did both the
academy, and themselves proud! This
was capped off by SH in Year 10
winning 3rd in the 14-17 traditional
category, and CD Y11 winning 2nd in
the Under 18 continuous category.

Furthermore, throughout this term Mr.
Bellwood, the trust karate coach, has been
running boxing/karate intervention sessions
as part of the existing curriculum offered here
at TSLA. Within these sessions students have [
worked on areas such as: regulating
emotions, anger management and becoming
more physically active!

(Pictured are Mr. Mahmood, with our 3rd and 2nd place
winners)



The Food Store Project

We will take orders for our Food Store
recipe packs on Mondays (Orders can be
made via on-line order or via calling the
community centre - 0113 279 3466)

Recipe packs are £1.50 each and contain -

the ingredients to make a meal for up to 6
people. Each pack comes with arecipe
card to help you prepare the meal

Food Store Recipe packs are available for
collection on Fridays between 2-4PM
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WE KNOW SOME  PARENTS/CARERS,
aLoncsiE THEIR Yowws eecpe  YoungMinds
STRUGGLE WITH EXTENDED PERIODS Are you a young
AT HOME, HERE ARE SOME SUPPORT person in crisis? onal Food bank number--08082082138
AND ADVICE SERVICES THAT YOU CAN Text the YoungMinds Crisis

Messenger for free 24/7
VSE IF YOV'RE FEELING ANXIOUS OR | < poort if you are experiencing

Food Bank Council- 01133760

https://www.home-startleeds.co.uk/find-support/use

OVERUWHELMED, LONELY O Low, a mental health crisis. ful-numbers/
WORRIED OR STRESSED. text YM to 85258 p g Pl -
YOUNG V Better Leeds Communities- 01132754142
|
CALM Samaritans N
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https://www.home-startleeds.co.uk/find-support/useful-numbers/
https://www.home-startleeds.co.uk/find-support/useful-numbers/

Sailing trip: This September we took some of our students on a -
sailing trip to Ipswich. We were out at sea for 5 days, sailing from our EanChment at
start location, to our final destination in Essex, then back again. TSLA
Whilst at sea, we had to fend for ourselves by: cooking group meals, .v
cleaning together, and playing games on an evening to keep | v
entertained. We visited places that some of us had never been
before, we soaked up the scenery! As a group we learnt how to sail a
boat in a range of different weather conditions. We had a 'sick' time,
some of us took this literally (Mr Binnian)! The trip taught us all many
things, and culminated in us all gaining a new qualification, as well as
memories that will last forever. One student commented that, "This

was a life changing experience; | wish | did not have to go back
home".
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Pictured: TSLA students during the
september sailing trip.




% I Noise Academy I

Congratulations to CD
(Year 11) and HMT (Year 8)
who have been awarded
the Noise Academy Hero
award this term. This was

awarded for their amazing
attitude, hard work and
DJing skills.

Pictured: CD and HTM during
a Noise Academy session.
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So £ar this year, over Qoo enrichment 22
sessions have been attended. N
An impressive, 283 PCs (priviege cb)
have been achieved by our students. 0
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The Half Term 1 rewards trip to Flamingo Land was
available to both Key Stage 3 & 4 students. On the
day, 32 students and 5 staff set off from the
academy to attend the rewards trip. The
excitement of the trip did not disappoint, the

all!

|

House Points 2022/23

Snowden

rollercoasters, rides and sweets were enjoyed b

......

The Half Term 2
rewards trip will be
taking place at
the, Arcade Club
on Kirkstall road,
Thursday 5t
January 2023.




Reading with your child at home comes with a world of benefits for you
and your children, and it's also perfect for quality family time. If you're not
sure where to begin, we've got some tips to get you started:

Rapid Reading

Read regularly

Timing

uestion

Little and often is the best approach with young readers. Try setting aside 10 or
15 minutes of reading time each day. For some children, especially very young
readers, four or five minutes of reading may be sufficient. This short time

2 mins

What Is the extract about?
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together should be enjoyable for you both.

Be positive

While your child is reading, try not to interrupt them if they get things wrong. Let
them finish a sentence or paragraph and then go back over anything you think is

2 mins

Can you put these events from the extract in order?
I3, The early migrants have a tendency to spend less time at
rest stops and go through the migration much faster.
12, Their autumn migration can be seen from September to the
" beginning of November.
Some geese return to the same nesting ground year after
year and lay eggs with their mate.
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important.

Take turns

2 mins

“,.‘&\ The later birds usually spend more time at rest stops.
Where are Canada geese nadve to?
Mative +o =rceic an saretic re-*://

What shape formation do Canada geese fly in?

,ﬁ' Build confidence
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With very young readers, or for children who are finding the book challenging, it
can be helpful to take tums in reading sentences, paragraphs, and pages. This i
keeps the story flowing while making sure your chlld gets plenty of opportunities o
to practise.
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Literacy/reading at TSLA

S mins

e Make sure the books you read with your child are not too difficult. When children
™ lose the flow of a story, and find more than one in 10 words hard, they can

2¢ become reluctant to read. If this happens it may be more beneficial to read the
4 story to your child.

Talk about the story

Talk to your child about the books you read together. Not only will this increase
their enjoyment of reading, but it will also help to improve their comprehension
skills.

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning
-english/parents-and-children/how-to-supp

ort-your-child/reading-imaginatively/

(Cambridge University Press, 2022)



https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/how-to-support-your-child/reading-imaginatively/
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https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/how-to-support-your-child/reading-imaginatively/
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AN
Example
of how
literacy is
helping
our
primary
students
access
their
English
lessons.

Example (1) of how literacy
is helping our primary
students access their
Maths lessons.

TSLA Primary
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Write the missing numbers.
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Example (2) of how literacy is helping our
primary students access their Maths
lessons.

a) 1 more than 3 is {

b) 1 more than seven is
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