
As new Principal this academic year, I am blown away by the 
outstanding effort demonstrated by the overwhelming 
majority of our academy cohort. I would like to thank parents 
and carers for the high level of support that we have 
received as we look to maximise your child’s progress. I am 
also incredibly thankful to be part of such a skilled and 
dedicated staff body, who go above and beyond for the 
academy every single day. 
 
We look forward to sharing your child's successes as part of 
the rearranged parent/carer consultation on Friday 27th 
January for all secondary students. 

Enjoy the break and take care, We Walk Together. 
Mr Little 

Newsletter
Half-Term 2 
(Oct-Dec)

“We Walk 
Together!”

Useful links:

Safeguarding Children - The 
Stephen Longfellow Academy

Health Matters - The Stephen 
Longfellow Academy

Class Charts - The Stephen 
Longfellow Academy

Careers Information, Advice and 
Guidance - The Stephen 
Longfellow Academy

https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/safeguarding-children/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/safeguarding-children/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/health-matters/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/health-matters/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/class-charts/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/parents-and-carers/class-charts/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/curriculum/careers-information-advice-and-guidance/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/curriculum/careers-information-advice-and-guidance/
https://www.stephenlongfellow.leeds.sch.uk/curriculum/careers-information-advice-and-guidance/


Green GORSE at 
TSLA

An important aim of The GORSE Academies trust is 
to promote an understanding of the importance of 
protecting our environment, our planet, and the 
welfare of future generations. This work is being 
carried out through the trust’s initiative ‘Green 
GORSE’. Part of this work is working towards gaining 
Eco-Schools Green Flag accreditation.

The Eco-Schools programme provides a simple, 
seven-step framework addressing environmental 
issues such as climate change, biodiversity-loss or 
plastic pollution whilst empowering young people to 
make a difference in their school, local community 
and beyond. Since 1994, millions of young people 
around the world have worked through the 
Eco-Schools Seven Steps before being recognised 
for their efforts with a prestigious Eco-Schools 
Green Flag.
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Tip for this term:  Save water by  
installing a buffalo cistern bag saving 
1-2 litres each time you flush. Free from 
Yorkshire water.

https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk
/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?u
tm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_mediu
m=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlu
shSaver&utm_content=Button_1

Green GORSE at 
TSLA

At TSLA we have formed our own Eco Schools committee consisting of 
students from all phases.

3 review areas have been identified as our Primary point of focus: 
‘bio-diversity’, ‘School Grounds’ and ‘Water’.

Primary students conducted a check of our bird boxes, existing bug 
hotel, insect lodges, vegetable patches, wildflower garden, beehives, 
and water butts.

KS4 student oversaw completing the section review sheets.

‘X’s’ and uncompleted strands of each section were identified and 
written down on sheets to inform the next stage of our action plan.

Students then moved onto filling the rest of our plant boxes from our 
‘living wall’ and constructed a small bug hotel using recycled timber 
and planks from a disused planting area on our second floor. (‘The 
Triangle’).

Bird houses/boxes were topped up with seeds.

https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1
https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1
https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1
https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1
https://www.savewatersavemoney.co.uk/yorkshire/free-water-saving-products?utm_source=yorkshirewater&utm_medium=savewater&utm_campaign=orderFlushSaver&utm_content=Button_1


Students have also accessed 
weekly Gorse Gets Healthy 
form time activities, looking at 
how to live a healthy lifestyle 
and eat a balanced diet. Next 
term will see the return of the 
hugely popular fruit tasting 
session, where students have 
the opportunity to sample a 
wide range of different fruits 
and vegetables!

BIG 3 and GORSE GETS 
HEALTHY!

This half term has seen a large 
number of students engage with 
the BIG 3 activities here at TSLA. 
Throughout the half term students 
have had the opportunity to access 
on the water rowing sessions, with 
the Trust rowing coaches. These 
sessions have been designed to 
develop teamwork and 
communication skills, whilst 
providing students with the 
fantastic opportunity of trying 
something new!

BIG 3 and GORSE GETS 
HEALTHY!
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This term we have also had 3 
students represent GORSE at the 
West Yorkshire Karate 
Championships, this was an excellent 
opportunity for students to showcase 
the hard work that they have put in 
during enrichment sessions. The boys 
all gave an excellent account of 
themselves, and did both the 
academy, and themselves proud! This 
was capped off by SH in Year 10 
winning 3rd in the 14-17 traditional 
category, and CD Y11 winning 2nd in 
the Under 18 continuous category. 

Furthermore, throughout this term Mr. 
Bellwood, the trust karate coach, has been 
running boxing/karate intervention sessions 
as part of the existing curriculum offered here 
at TSLA. Within these sessions students have 
worked on areas such as: regulating 
emotions, anger management and becoming 
more physically active!

(Pictured are Mr. Mahmood, with our 3rd and 2nd place 
winners)
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What’s going on this 

Winter?

Leeds Playhouse
Charlie and the
Chocolate
factory , tickets
Start at £15

CHRISTMAS 
MARKETS at 
LEEDS CORN 
EXCHANGE

Every Friday to 
Sunday

Cannon Hall 
Twelve days of 
Christmas, 
Family Trail- 
FREE!



We know some parents/carers, 

alongside their young people 

struggle with extended periods 

at home. Here are some support 

and advice services that you can 

use if you’re feeling anxious or 

overwhelmed, lonely or low, 

worried or stressed. 

FOOD BANK/ SUPPORT INFORMATION:

Leeds Food Bank Council- 01133760330

National Food bank number--08082082138

OTHER HELPFUL SUPPORT INFORMATION:

https://www.home-startleeds.co.uk/find-support/use
ful-numbers/ 

Better Leeds Communities- 01132754142

https://www.home-startleeds.co.uk/find-support/useful-numbers/
https://www.home-startleeds.co.uk/find-support/useful-numbers/


·         

·         Sailing trip: This September we took some of our students on a 
sailing trip to Ipswich. We were out at sea for 5 days, sailing from our 
start location, to our final destination in Essex, then back again. 
Whilst at sea, we had to fend for ourselves by: cooking group meals, 
cleaning together, and playing games on an evening to keep 
entertained. We visited places that some of us had never been 
before, we soaked up the scenery! As a group we learnt how to sail a 
boat in a range of different weather conditions. We had a 'sick' time, 
some of us took this literally (Mr Binnian)! The trip taught us all  many 
things, and culminated in us all gaining a new qualification, as well as 
memories that will last forever. One student commented that, "This 
was a life changing experience; I wish I did not have to go back 
home". 

Enrichment at 
TSLA

Pictured: TSLA students during the 
september sailing trip.



    

·         

    The Half Term 1 rewards trip to Flamingo Land was 
available to both Key Stage 3 & 4 students. On the 
day, 32 students and 5 staff set off from the 
academy to attend the rewards trip. The 
excitement of the trip did not disappoint, the 
rollercoasters, rides and sweets were enjoyed by 
all!

Enrichment 
at TSLA

                    Noise Academy

          Congratulations to CD 
(Year 11) and HMT (Year 8) 
who have been awarded 
the Noise Academy Hero 
award this term. This was 
awarded for their amazing 
attitude, hard work and 
DJing skills.

         Pictured: CD and HTM during 
a Noise Academy session.

The Stats!
So far this year, over 2oo enrichment 
sessions have been attended.

An impressive, 283 PCs (privilege club) 
have been achieved by our students.

       

     The Half Term 2 
rewards trip will be 
taking place at 
the, Arcade Club 
on Kirkstall road, 
Thursday 5th 
January 2023.
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https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning
-english/parents-and-children/how-to-supp
ort-your-child/reading-imaginatively/

https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/how-to-support-your-child/reading-imaginatively/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/how-to-support-your-child/reading-imaginatively/
https://www.cambridgeenglish.org/learning-english/parents-and-children/how-to-support-your-child/reading-imaginatively/


·         

TSLA PrimaryAn 
Example 
of how 
literacy is 
helping 
our 
primary 
students 
access  
their 
English 
lessons.

Example (2) of how literacy is helping our 
primary students access their Maths 
lessons.

Example (1) of how literacy 
is helping our primary 
students access their 
Maths lessons.




